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Jesus and his disciples had come down onto the plains and were surrounded by a huge 

gathering from all over Judea and Jerusalem.  They had come both to hear Jesus and to be 

cured of their ailments.  Everyone was trying to touch Jesus – so many desperate people 

looking to be healed, looking for a new way from the violence and suffering!  How does 

Jesus give comfort to so many suffering and hurting people? 

He speaks the words of the Beatitude, which means blessings. To us in our privileged 

lives, Jesus’ description of being ‘blessed’ doesn’t sound that great. But to the ears of 

people who are hungry and ill, people who deal with racism and violence, to hear that 

God is there with them is a gift. God hears their cries, Jesus names their suffering, and his 

words and presence bring peace. Jesus couldn’t possibly touch them all, but he provides 

healing with his words of HOPE.  

And they believe in Jesus Christ who brings healing and hope. It always amazes me as I 

have spent time in places where people have very little here in Canada and other 

countries – how can their faith be so strong? They are SAINTS!!!! Most of the people in 

my life have so so so much more than these people, yet our faith is not nearly as strong. 

Do we even feel blessed? Do we feel blessed even when we have so much? We are 

people of privilege in so many ways and yet such a small minority takes time to 

acknowledge from where our blessings come. Such a small percentage of us come to give 

thanks.  

Why are the poor feeling so much more blessed with Jesus in their lives than those who 

have so much?   

It does not mean that hard times don’t come the way of the privileged. We know they do 

and so we need Jesus in our lives because having a good home, food in our fridge, a 

paying job or good retirement does NOT protect us from illness, tragedy, loneliness, and 

death. We are incredibly blessed when we have our faith during all those times. Agreed? 

Jesus journeys with us through all things in life - and is waiting for us when we die to 

welcome us into heaven and what is referred to as ‘the glorious company of saints.  

For all people who believe in this truth and act on the teachings of Jesus to love God with 

all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and love our neighbour as ourselves – we are called 

saints – maybe with a lower case ‘s’ – but we are saints working on a capital ‘S’!!! 

It is part of our faith to live through all circumstances continually leaning on God in the 

tough times and giving thanks through all things. We are called to support and provide 

encouragement to others and build up their faith in this amazing God. Jesus is amazing – 



everyone should know him!!! Faith is a marvelous gift – let’s not be selfish and just keep 

it to ourselves. Be generous! 

People of Immanuel - we are blessed. Do you agree we are blessed? We have so much in 

our lives. How much of our giftedness do we give back to God in our serving God’s 

people? How much do we give back financially? What does Jesus see when He looks at 

Immanuel Church? What will a prospective priest see when she/he looks at our profile? 

Are we generous or are we just scraping through? We are people of abundance. Is it 

reflected in our parish finances? How much does Immanuel give to outreach? How much 

of our personal income do we give to support Immanuel in providing outreach and paying 

church expenses? 

Immanuel is made up of beautiful people who are blessed by God. You had people 

outside in the sleet last night handing out almost 200 meals of turkey. And wasn’t that an 

amazing meal??? How many of you couldn’t eat it all? 

We are indeed blessed in so many, many many ways. For most of us I believe here this 

morning, our blessings have translated mostly into abundance. Do we manage only on 

those things we absolutely NEED. Much of what we have is in response to what we 

WANT, not what we need. That is abundance. That is being privileged because we know 

we are a small percentage in this world that have much more than what we NEED. 

Today we baptize Avery and welcome her into the family of God. Baptism is the ritual 

that formally embraces us into the community of saints. Baptism is an outward sign of an 

invisible grace of God’s presence. When Jesus was baptized people saw a dove, proof 

that the Holy Spirit was there. Today that same Holy Spirit is present – and it is our faith 

that gives us the confidence that invisible grace is being bestowed on Avery.   

Since Avery cannot make a commitment of her life but you as the parents and 

Godparents are committing that you will ensure she comes to know who Jesus is. Avery 

will only come to understand this if you follow through with your commitment to her 

today. We as a congregation also make a promise to support Avery and you – AJ, Mandy, 

Jana, and Amber as you bring her to church and raise her in the Christian faith. Are you 

feeling pressure yet? Good – that’s what I’m going for all of us as we promise before 

God to do these things for Avery. Immanuel needs to stay connected to you and involve 

you in activities that will help you to raise Avery in the Christian faith. 

When God created each and every one of us, he blessed us to be special and unique 

beings– no two the same! We were all given minds to think, memories to remember 

things – mostly. We were given these amazing bodies that can do things no other creature 

can do. We have been blessed like no other being in the world – plus we are each given 

our own personalities to care – to love deeply, to be funny, to imagine the impossible, to 

write things down and learn from books. God has blessed us abundantly. 



So what do we do with our blessings? This is where our life as a baptized Christian calls 

us to follow through on the commitment of living our faith in action. 

God gave us each talents and strengths. We live out our faith by offering them back to 

God. Do you know the special strengths that God has given you? This week you are 

going to get a letter from the Transition Team with questionnaire that is very quick – no 

written answers – just a number and the results of these questions reveals what your 

strengths are or the gifts God has given you. These are usually tasks that bring us joy.  

The goal is for us to know what those gifts are as individual and even more helpful for us 

– it gives us information for the profile we are writing when hiring a new priest. Who is 

Immanuel? What are our strengths? Are you curious? PLEASE fill out the questionnaire 

and bring it to one of two gatherings we will be having at the end of November.   

Avery’s Mom and Dad, Mandy and AJ have talents that suit them and bring them 

pleasure in their jobs as police officers for the City of Regina. And are we not grateful for 

their serving God and us protecting our city? The City recognizes the importance of faith 

for these people and they provide Chaplains for OUR police officers who put their life on 

the line every day they put on their uniform. Rev. Canon Blair Dixon was AJ and 

Mandy’s chaplain, and Mandy grew up in St. Matthew’s so I’ve asked Blair to anoint 

Avery and pray a blessing on this family who are serving us every day.  

Think back to the hundreds of people that came to Jesus to be healed and how desperate 

and hungry they were for his presence. They had so little and yet their faith was so 

strong. God has given us an abundance of blessings. What are we willing to give back to 

God in thanksgiving for all we have received? 


